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TEASER
FADE | N:
| NT. MATERNI TY ROOM - - DAY 1
ETHAN and KAREN HARTI G (30s, hi gh-powered) hold their NEWBORN
DAUGHTER. They're exhausted, but al so exhilarated, blissful.
Al nost punchy. M d-conversation:

ETHAN HARTI G

Anber ?

KAREN HARTI G
No.

ETHAN HARTI G
Wy not ?

KAREN HARTI G
It's a stripper nane.

ETHAN HARTI G
Find me one stripper nanmed Anber
Hartig.
(of f her I o0k)
O not. Okay. Non-stripper nane...
Uh... Desiree? Banbi? Kandy Kane?

KAREN HARTI G
Max. Maxine. Max Hartig, that's a
cute nane.

ETHAN HARTI G
I f you're a professional boxer, maybe.

Karen hol ds their hospital-supplied teddy bear in front of
t he swaddl ed baby, trying to catch her eye. But their
daughter's drifting off to sleep. They stare in wonder.

KAREN HARTI G
W nmade this little creature.

ETHAN HARTI G
It's incredible.

KAREN HARTI G

The nost crazily amazing thing we've
ever done.

ETHAN HARTI G
| al nbst ran the marathon | ast year.

( CONTI NUED)
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KAREN HARTI G
(to the baby)
If you' re lucky, you won't inherit
Daddy' s sense of hunor.

He takes the teddy bear, waves it in front of the baby.

ETHAN HARTI G
Say hi to bear...

The baby spits up right onto the bear. QOops. That didn't
work. Karen's worried--

KAREN HARTI G
She's not even eating anything, how
can she be spitting up?

ETHAN HARTI G
We can't bug them again.

Karen | ooks at her husband, pleading...

ETHAN HARTI G ( CONT' D)
. kay.

I NT. MATERNI TY WARD - HALLWAY -- DAY 2

Et han wal ks with their OB/ GYN, DR LIM(in scrubs, 40s, a
hotshot). He's slightly annoyed to be dragged into this.

ETHAN HARTI G
rry, it's our first kid, we're
little panicky, | guess.

" m so
both a

LI M
You gotta ask the pediatrician next
time. | just deliver '"em

They pass into--
| NT. MATERNI TY ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS 3
They enter, cross to the nother and child.

LIM
She's spitting up?

KAREN HARTI G
Second tinme in an hour. ..

LIM

You |ived underwater for nine nonths,
you'd have a lot to spit up, too.

( CONTI NUED)
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Dr. Limpicks the baby up, her arm hangs | oosely. He touches
her cheek. The baby doesn't nove. No rooting instinct.
Li m frowns.

KAREN HARTI G
Somet hi ng wr ong?

LI M
Little lethargic..
(feeling her forehead)
She' s hot.

ETHAN HARTI G
(getting worried)
W didn't think... Is she--

The baby's head trenbles. She's having convul sions.

KAREN HARTI G
What ' s happeni ng?

Lim still holding the baby, punches a button on the wall.

A beeping alarmgoes off. A light just outside the maternity
room door starts flashing on and off. Limcalls out into

t he hal | way- -

LIM
Need sone hel p here! *

Limquickly lays the child down in her bassinet and starts
removi ng her swaddl i ng..

ETHAN HARTI G
(pani cki ng)
VWhat's wong with her?
Lims too busy checking the girl with his stethoscope to

answer. Of the terrified Hartig parents, experiencing their
wor st ni ght mare, we:

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE
FADE | N:
I NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE -- DAY

A good-1 ooking DOCTOR in a pristine |ab coat carries his
chart up to the bed of a BEAUTI FUL YOUNG PATI ENT.

DOCTOR
The MRl 's back.

PATI ENT
And?

He takes her hand. Oozi ng enpathy:

DOCTOR
It's what we expected. The accident
caused serious damage. ..

HOUSE (V. Q) DOCTOR
[t's ammesi a. .. ...lt's amesi a.

[ See Appendi x A for additional Doctor/Patient dialogue.]
PULL BACK TO REVEAL
| NT. OB/ GYN LOUNGE -- DAY

The nicest lounge in the hospital. Plush |eather reclining
chairs, artwork on the walls. HOUSE |lies on one of the
chairs, eating skittles and watching the above scene (froma
daytine soap) on a plasma screen TV. Dr. Limenters with
anot her OB, DR KUBI SAK. They see House.

KUBI SAK
(poi ntedly)
Enj oyi ng our | ounge, House?
HOUSE

Just getting mlk for ny coffee.
He's not drinking coffee. Notices themnoticing. Helpfully:

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
Whi ch you' re out of.

The doctors exchange a | ook: what a dick. Limplops down on
a couch whil e Kubisak opens the fridge, calls to Lim

KUBI SAK
Fl at or sparkling?

LI M HOUSE
Spar kl i ng. Fl at .

( CONTI NUED)
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Kubi sak ignores House, tosses a Pellegrino to Lim

KUBI SAK
So the Hartigs...?

House turns the sound up.

LIM
Alright, so their baby gets a fever--

KUBI SAK
Don't tell me, kid had a sei zure?

LI M
Yep. The parents of course start
freaking and I have to deal with
that for an hour.

KUBI SAK
(1 ooking up fromfridge)
Like it was your fault.

House turns the sound down slightly. He's eavesdropping.

LIM
(smles, a joke anong
b/ Gyns)
She was perfect when | delivered
her; you want to bl ane soneone, bl ane
t he pediatrician.

KUBI SAK
How s the kid now?
LIM
Bowel obstruction, she's under
observation. She'll be fine.
KUBI SAK

Pediatrician will take all the credit.

Kubi sak chuckles at the joke. Turns to where House was
sitting. House is gone.

I NT. NICU -- DAY 6

The Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. House and WLSON stand in
front of the Hartig daughter, one of ElIGHT BABI ES here.

Li ke the others, she's hooked up to an IV, an arterial |ine,
and various nonitors.

HOUSE

Exhibit A Baby girl Hartig.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE ( CONT' D)
Ter m baby, 42 hours old. Seized six
hours ago, was rushed to the N CU
D agnosed with a small bowel
obstructi on.

W LSON
l"mstill amazed you're actually in
the sanme roomwi th a patient.
HOUSE
Peopl e don't bug me until they get *
*

t eet h.

House noves over to a second bassinet. This one hol ds anot her
baby, the HOANSAM boy, simlarly nonitored.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
Exhi bit B. Baby boy Howsam Anot her
term baby, 48 hours old, brought to
the NICU three hours before the Hartig
baby. Undi agnosed febrile illness,
101 degrees and trendi ng upwards.

House | ooks at Wl son, |ike: see?

W LSON
Ww. That is amazing. You hung out
in the OB/ GYN | ounge all norning and
you heard about two sick babies.
It's eerie.

HOUSE
(like it's obvious)
We have an infection spreading in
t he hospital

Wl son | ooks at House |like he's crazy.

W LSON
These kids have totally unrel ated
illnesses--

HOUSE

They fell sick within four hours of
each other. They had the sane
delivery roomand their maternity
roons were nei ghboring, so

transm ssion's possible. And they
have the sanme synptons.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LSON
The Hartig girl has a bowel
obstruction. No matter how cl ose
their beds are, I'mpretty sure kids
can't share a bl ockage.

HOUSE
What does "bowel obstruction" on a
chart indicate?

W LSON
Normally, 1'd say it means that the
patient's bowel is obstructed. But
| ' m guessi ng you' ve got sone deeper
truth to inpart.

HOUSE
It means sone random doctor of
i ndeterm nate skill thinks that the

patient's bowel is obstructed.

W LSON
Look, you're upset that they threw
you out of their |ounge, but--

House picks up the Hartig girl's X-ray.

HOUSE
--Look at the X-Ray.

He points out a couple of small discolorations in the X-ray
as he expl ai ns:

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
It's a normal gas pattern. And | ook
her e- -

W LSON
--You want, | can get you a key to
t he oncol ogy | ounge.

HOUSE
Air in the col on.

W LSON
We're getting TIVO

HOUSE
If it's air, no bowel obstruction.

Wl son realizes House is a dog with a bone.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LSON
Even if that is air, it could have
been there before the obstruction.

House | ooks at the two babies. Firmy:

HOUSE
No. Sonething' s infected both these
i nfants.

CUDDY (V.Q.)

And you're the only one to put it
t oget her because. ..

| NT. CUDDY'S OFFI CE -- DAY 7

CUDDY is shuffling through sone papers and largely ignoring
House.

HOUSE
Because I'mthe only one who | ooked
at both kids. | want themi sol at ed.
And | want the maternity ward shut
down.

CUDDY
Because you're better at reading X-
rays than a radi ol ogi st.

HOUSE
Radi ol ogi sts al ways overread babi es'
X-rays, especially when they're asked
to rule out a pathology. He read
into it what he wanted.

CUDDY
Wi ch is exactly what you're doing.
You're finding a cluster because it
woul d be interesting to find a
cluster. Two plain old sick babies
woul d just bore you.

HOUSE
This is why | don't waste noney on
shrinks. You give ne these great
insights for free.

CUDDY
(nmock surprise)
Shrink? If you' d consider seeing a
shrink, I'd pay for it nyself. The
hospital would hold a bake sale, for
God' s sake.

( CONTI NUED)
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She puts the papers in her briefcase.

HOUSE
W have an epidem c
CUDDY
(genui ne, heading for
t he door)
Two sick babies... It's very sad..

but it doesn't prove an epi dem c.
As she | eaves. ..

HOUSE
How many do?

| NT. HOUSE' S QUTER OFFI CE -- DAY 8
CHASE is sprawl ed out on a chair, taking a nap. CAMERON

sits at the desk, typing a letter. FOREMAN is reading a

| ar ge nedi cal textbook.

House enters, grabs Foreman's book and tosses it onto Chase.
Chase | eaps up, totally confused--

CHASE
owl
HOUSE
Get up. We're going hunting.
FORENVAN
For what ?
HOUSE
Wabbi t s.

And he | eaves. They foll ow
| NT. SECOND MATERNI TY ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS 9

An AFRI CAN- AMERI CAN COUPLE (20s) is asleep on the single

bed. Their bl ue-capped BABY BOY lies on his back in the

bassi net, staring upwards, alert. House and Forenman enter.
The parents slowy rouse thensel ves as they notice the Doctors
exam ning their baby.

HOUSE
Hi .

Foreman | ooks at the chart as House picks up the child. The
baby starts crying |oudly.

( CONTI NUED)



10

11

CONTI NUED:
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HOUSE - EpO3 - GREEN - 8/13/04

HOUSE ( CONT' D)

He hands the child to Foreman, says, sotto:

HOUSE ( CONT' D)

He's scream ng, he's fine.

House wal ks out, |eaving Foreman with the confused parents..

FORENVAN

(at a |l oss)
Good | ooki ng ki d.

Foreman puts the kid

inits bassinet and quickly exits. The

parents are confused about what just happened... but sonehow

flattered.

| NT. DELI VERY ROOM - -

MOVENTS LATER

Canmeron and Chase enter another room to find a FATHER- TO BE
hol di ng his VERY PREGNANT WFE' s hand. She's in |abor.
Groaning. Doing breathing exercises. The woman | ooks up,
very surprised. Chase and Caneron turn on their heels--

CAMERON
Wong room

CHASE
W'l see you |ater.

They | eave. ..

| NT. MATERNI TY WARD -

HALLWAY -- CONTI NUCUS

...and run into House and For enan.

That's it,

Good news.

House says not hi ng.
hasn't panned out.

CHASE
right? Twelve roons.

CAVERON
No epi dem c

He's clearly disappointed his theory

FORENVAN

(to House)
Tragi c, huh?

The el evator doors open and sone DOCTORS get out. \Which

rem nds House:

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED

HOUSE
Overflow roons. Third fl oor.

House gets into the elevator right before the doors close.
The rest of the team share a | ook, then hurry but it's too
| ate, the doors are closed. They push the button.

FOREMAN
This imaginary infection has spread
to the next floor? WMaybe we should
check nei ghboring towns as wel | ?

Chase shrugs. Typical House.
| NT. THI RD MATERNI TY ROOM -- MOMENTS LATER

House enters another room (on the floor above). KI M CHEN
and JUDY LUPINO (girlfriends, conp lit grad students) are
surprised to see the doctor. Judy, the birth nother, holds
t heir baby BOY.

JUDY LUPI NO
W were just going to call..

HOUSE
He got hot all of a sudden?

KI M CHEN
(how did you know?)
Yeah.

Judy shows the swaddl ed baby to House. The poor kid is
| ethargic, out of it. W can read it on House's face: this
is athird sick baby. It is an epidemc

| NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE NI CU -- DAY

We're | ooking through the window into the NICU. The eight
babi es who were here earlier are nostly gone. The roomis
weirdly enpty except for the three kids we've net (the Howsam
Hartig and now t he Chen-Lupi no baby) who have been isol ated
fromthe rest of the kids.

PAN OVER to Cuddy supervising ORDERLI ES who wheel a baby in
a bassinet down the hallway, towards the el evator

AT THE ELEVATOR, A YOUNG COUPLE gets off. The wife is
pregnant, about to pop. Cuddy sees this and her face falls.
She hurries over--

CUDDY

Excuse nme. Hi. Intake sent you up
here?

( CONTI NUED)
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YOUNG MAN
My wife's contractions are--

CUDDY
--Intake messed up. The maternity
ward is tenmporarily cl osed.
(gestures to passing
Nur se)
Nurse Alpert will arrange for an
anbul ance to take you to Princeton
CGeneral .

Cuddy corrals the couple and NURSE ALPERT onto the el evator:

YOUNG WOVAN
W have to | eave?

CubDY
" mvery sorry.

YOUNG MAN
Why are you- -

He's cut off by his wife's groan as she begins a contraction.

CuUDDY
You'll be there in no time.

The el evator door closes. Cuddy turns to find House standing
t here, watching. ..

CUDDY ( CONT' D)
Happy now?

HOUSE
No.

He turns and | ooks to the three isolated sick children..

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
.But | am i nterested.

And for once, he's not exhibiting a snug attitude, as we:
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT _TVWO
FADE | N;
INT. NICU -- DAY (DAY 2) 14

We're | ooking at the sick babies in the NICU again. The

t hree babies we've seen before, plus a FOURTH BABY who's

being placed in a bassinet by TWO NURSES. The nurses are
masked, gl oved and gowned (as will be everyone el se who enters
the NI CU from now on).

HOUSE (V. Q)
Thr ee si ck babi es.

I NT. HOUSE' S OFFI CE -- DAY 15

CLOSE ON A WHI TEBOARD showi ng Four nanes: "1) Baby girl
Hartig." "2) Baby boy Howsam " "3) Baby boy Chen-Lupino."
Separated fromthe rest: "4) Baby girl Perry" with a question
mar k beside it.

HOUSE (O S.)
And a fourth show ng early synptons.

PULL BACK TO REVEAL House, his team and Cuddy huddli ng.
It's the next norning.

CUDDY

How bad?
CHASE

Spi ki ng fevers. *
FORENVAN

BP's plumeting, they're barely able
to keep systolic up. This rate,
they could be dead in a day.
Everyone absorbs this quietly. *

CuUDDY
VWhere did it conme fronf

( CONTI NUED)
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(2)

CAVERON
Two delivery roons. Four different
maternity roons. No common personnel,
no conmmon equi pnent.

CuUDDY
There's gotta be sonething in conmon.

HOUSE
True. That's the difference between
an epidem c and a coi nci dence.

CUDDY
|"mputting a teamtogether; we're
gonna start swabbi ng.

HOUSE
Get the townsfol k and sonme torches,
t 0o.

Cuddy gi ves him a | ook.

She exits.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
(means it)
No, you gotta do it.

The others turn to House, surprised.

FORENVAN
What's she gonna swab? Every
respirator, sink, drain, vent and
body cavity in the entire hospital?
It'11 take nonths.

CAMERON
Needl e in a haystack.

HOUSE
It's worse. W don't even know it's
a needle we're | ooking for.

CAVERON
So why did you tell her to do it?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)
HOUSE

Because the hospital is her baby and
her baby's sick. |If she doesn't
solve this soon, her head's gonna
explode and I don't want to get any

on nme.
House noves to the whiteboard, picks up

HOUSE ( CONT' D)

a narker .

Let's figure out what's in the
haystack. D fferential diagnosis,

peopl e.

FOREMAN
Par asite?

House writes "PARASI TE" on the board.

CAMERON
Spreadi ng too quickly.

HOUSE
(crosses out "parasite")
Next ?

CHASE
Vi rus.

House wites "VIRUS' down.

CAVERON
(no way)
The kids are too sick. And t
tests show no | ynphocytosis.

FORENVAN
And they're not responding to
acyclovir and ribavirin. |If
sone other virus, we'll never
it intime anyway.

No one's convi nced.

he bl ood

it's
find

( CONTI NUED)
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House doesn't cross out "VIRUS"; he puts a question mark
next to it.

HOUSE
VWhich | eads us to...

He writes "BACTERI AL | NFECTI ON. "

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
They' re not responding to broad
spectrum antibiotics. So we've got
sonet hing resistant. Usual suspects.

FORENVAN
MRSA. ["Mersa."] It's always MRSA in
hospitals. Half of us are probably
carrying it in our nostrils.

CAVERON
But the infection's spread so
qui ckly... maybe contam nated food

or water source. Pseudononas.

CHASE
VRE.

House wites down the bacteria as they list them

FORENMAN
H. Fl u.

HOUSE

(he wites "H Flu")
Al right. Those are the big ones.
Cultures wll take 48 hours, m ght
as well be postnortem

(circling "MRSA")
Start them on vanconycin for the
MRSA. . .

(circling the rest)
And aztreonamto cover the rest.
And let's get MRI's, check for
abscesses or sone occult infection.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 5)

He heads

They f ol

for the exit.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
"1l be in the clinic; grab ne if
you find anything inportant. O
uni nportant .

ow hi m out.

| NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE NI CU -- DAY

The Harti

for testi

8/ 13/ 04

g baby is on a nobile incubator. Chase and sone
ORDERLI ES are taking her away from her distraught parents
ng. The Hartigs watch as their baby's wheel ed

farther and farther down the hall, away fromthem

| eans against a wall.

hal | way,
show t he

| NT. RADI

Away fromthe parents,
Hartig child is given a full body MR (a "babygrani).
tiny body is strapped down, hands above her
The platformsliowy slides inside the tube.

pl at f orm

Et han
Karen stands in the center of the

her hands crossed. (Their body | anguage should

toll this is taking on their relationship.)

aLOGY -- DAY

| NSI DE THE MR

Chase supervises TECHNI Cl ANS as the

Her

head on the

I nsi de the machine. A cl austrophobic tunnel. The banging
sounds are deafening, |like a machine gun battle. But the
Hartig child stares upwards, listless, unaware of its
surroundi ngs.

I N THE OBSERVATI ON AREA

Chase watches a nonitor as the "babygram' appears --
full-size MRl showing the entire child.

| NT. PATI

Cameron and Foreman sit with Kim Chen and Judy Lupi no.
They're trying to hold in their enotions,

time of i
hospita

ENT LOUNGE -- DAY

t, especially Judy (the birth nother, still
gown) .

CAMERON
W did an MRI; he was a real trooper.
Unfortunately it didn't show us
anything. But we're putting himon
the strongest antibiotics we've got.
We're hoping they' |l do the trick

JUDY LUPI NO
He's so tiny...

( CONTI NUED)
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16 CONTI NUED: 16
KI M CHEN
How sick is he?

CAVERON
Fever's up to 103.5. His bl ood
pressure's 80 over 40--

JUDY LUPI NO
--How bad? How bad is that?

Canmeron's about to answer, but hesitates. Says nothing. So
Foreman junps in...

FOREMAN
It's low The heart needs to
circulate the blood, if it's weak,
t he oxygen isn't getting to the |iver,
t he ki dneys, the brain..

Judy slunps in her chair. Kimputs her arm around her.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)

JUDY LUPI NO
| have to ask you sonet hi ng--

KI M CHEN

(gently)
Judy- -

JUDY LUPI NO
Kim let ne.
(to Foreman)
| had a cold last nmonth, | told the
doctors about it--

KI M CHEN
Honey, this has nothing to do with
you. ..

CAMERON
Kims right. Your son was born
heal t hy, he caught the infection
after birth. There's no reason to
t hi nk he caught it fromyou

JUDY LUPI NO
(still terrified)
But you don't know, you don't know
how he got sick

CUDDY (V. O.)
Maybe t he vents?

| NT. DELI VERY ROOM -- DAY

GREEN - 8/13/04

The hospital's cleared nothers and kids out of the maternity
and delivery roons. Cuddy's here, trying to find the source
of the infection. She's got her own team --
STUDENTS -- swabbing different surfaces. WI

dubi ously as she speaks to a MALE MED STUDENT (sl eep deprived,
| ooks 22).

26 but

CuUDDY
Coul d be airborne.

MALE MED STUDENT
In all the other roons, too?

Cuddy nods: of course. The student goes off
rest of his team

W LSON

FI VE MEDI CAL
son | ooks on

to instruct the

How many ned students you got swabbi ng

t he decks?

( CONTI NUED)
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CUDDY
What el se are they going to do?
They're not delivering babies.

W LSON
Fi nd anyt hi ng yet?

CUDDY
Yeah. About half the antibacteri al
gel dispensers are enpty or broken.

W LSON
That's bad. And yet diagnostically
conpletely insignificant.

CuDDY
(true, but)
If the staff can't clean their hands,
no wonder an infection's spread.

can tell her to cal mdown, Cuddy is on the nove.

She has noticed the Male Med Student swabbing a sink. H's

tie dips i

The ned st

OM TTED

nto the drain as he works.

CUDDY ( CONT' D)
Hey. Tie clip.

MALE MED STUDENT
Sorry?

CUDDY
(sharp)
We have an epidemc in the hospital
and your tie is becomng a petri
dish. Put on atie clip or take the
damm thing off.

udent backs away, w de-eyed.

19- 20.
17
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I NT. CLINIC - EXAM ROOM #1 -- DAY

House, annoyed that he has to deal

19
AND
20

21

with clinic bullshit,

checks his watch as he listens to a 27-year-old woman, JILL
(zaftig, attractive, wearing a baby tee).

She' s conf used:
But she lifts up her left arm then her

arns.

JILL
My joints have been all |oose? And
|"ve been feeling sick a lot. Maybe
|"movertraining? 1'mdoing the
mar at hon, like ten mles a day but |
can't | ose any weight.

HOUSE
Let nme see your arns.

sees sonet hing. ..

she didn't say anything was wong with her

right. House

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
You have a parasite.

JILL
Li ke a tapeworm or sonet hi ng?

House rises, grabs an ultrasound nmachine, wheels it over.
Jill"s starting to worry. House applies gel to the
t ransducers.

HOUSE
Lift up your shirt?

She |ifts her T-shirt up so her belly's exposed. He presses
the transducers to her abdomen and slides them around.

JILL
Can you do anything about it?

HOUSE
Only for a nonth or so. Then it
becones illegal to renove, except in
a couple of states.

JILL
|1 | egal ?

HOUSE

Don't worry. Many wonen learn to
enbrace this parasite. They nanme
it, dress it in tiny clothes.

He spins the ultrasound's screen around so that she can see
the sonogram It's inmmediately clear what the "parasite"

is: a four-nmonth fetus swns in her amiotic fluid. Jill is
under st andabl y stunned.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
It has your eyes.

JILL
No. It's inpossible..

HOUSE
| assune you weren't getting your
peri od? Maybe that shoul d have given
you an inkling?

JILL
But I'"'mon this birth control inplant--

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2) 21

HOUSE

--yes, yes, yes, | saw the scar on

your arm
JILL

The doctor told nme I m ght not get

any periods at all if it's working.
HOUSE

Yep. Interestingly enough, you al so

don't get any periods if it isn't
wor king. Which is why you were
supposed to get regul ar pregnancy
t ests.

She's just floored. House gets up.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
|"mgoing to send a nurse in here to
schedul e your prenatal care. You're
due in about five nonths, so start *
pl anni ng t he shower.

House starts to leave, witing on her chart. Jill stops him-
JILL

Doctor, please, wait. M and ny
husband, we wanted to have a kid

soon. But, oh, God... Like five
nmont hs ago? W had a really big
fight, he noved out... | did

sonet hing stupid...

HOUSE
One ni ght stand?

JILL
Ex- boyfri end.

She's close to tears; he's anxious to | eave.

HOUSE
"Il schedule you a paternity test,
t 00.
JILL
| can't let my husband know.
HOUSE
Does this other guy look at all like

your husband?

She nods, confused.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE ( CONT' D)
Then just have the kid, he'll never
know. Probl em sol ved.

House's pager goes off. He glances at it and heads out the
door.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
The nost successful nmarriages are

based on lies; you're off to a great *

start.
OM TTED 22
OM TTED 23*
I NT. HOUSE' S OFFI CE -- DAY 24
House enters. Foreman, Caneron and Chase are waiting, *
wor ri ed. *
CAVERON *
The Hartig and Chen-Lupi no babi es. *
Their B.U N and creatinine are way *
*

up. Their kidneys are shutting down.

CHASE
And the urine tests show no casts. *

( CONTI NUED)
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24 CONTI NUED: 24
HOUSE
Wi ch neans the antibiotics are *
causi ng the kidney failure. *
FOREMAN *
(to House) *
You' re the nephrol ogi st; which one *
didit? W'll take them off that *
one.
House stares at him No one says anything for a beat.
FOREMAN ( CONT' D)
Don't tell me... both vanconycin and
aztreonam . .
CHASE
They both can cause this. There's *
no way to know which one it is. No *
test, not hing. *
FOREMAN
We can't take themoff the
antibiotics, the kids'll die of the
i nfection.
CAVERON
We | eave them on both anti biotics,
they die of kidney failure.
CHASE
So we take our best guess, then.
Wi ch drug's causing the kidney *

failure?

( CONTI NUED)
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No one says anything for a nonent. (Guess wong, both babies

coul d die.

The group

House is lost in thought as--

FORENVAN
Like | said, it's always MRSA in
hospitals. Take the kids off

aztreonam
CAMERON

And | still think it's pseudonobnas,

| vote we take them off vancomnycin.
HOUSE

There's no point in guessing.
CAMERON

VWhat el se can we do?

HOUSE
Take one kid off vanconycin and the
ot her off aztreonam

is silent for a stunned beat.
CHASE

They have the sane di sease, you want
to give themdifferent treatnents?

FORENVAN
The hell you doi ng?

HOUSE
A therapeutic trial. To find the
cause of the infection.

FORENVAN
... That's just wrong.

HOUSE
Yes. AwWul Dr. House is being bad
again. Wy can't | see that the nora
thing is to pretend there's no

epi dem c?
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE ( CONT' D)
(then)
There're four sick kids at |east;
who knows how many nore haven't
started show ng synptons yet--

FOREMAN
W have a duty to these two--
HOUSE
--1f these two have different
reactions, we'll know how to save

the rest.
Silence. They can't believe they're even considering this..
FORENMAN
So you're condemmi ng one of these
kids to die based on random chance?

House is quiet for a nonent. However he appears, he knows
how serious this is.

HOUSE
| guess | am

Of the team absorbing this, we:
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT TWO

27.
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| NT. CUDDY'S OFFI CE - -

Cuddy, House and EL

Manager / Lawyer
Harry Potter,

(smart,
clearly

HOUSE -

ACT THREE

DAY

ACKERLY, the hos

Ep03 - GREEN -

pital's Risk

8/ 13/ 04 28.

25
26

unf | appabl e, | ooks |ike a grown-up
doesn't |i ke House and vice versa),
House knows the horror

argue the ethics of House's choi ce.

of this choice -

CUDDY

he al so knows he's right.

So you're just going to flip a coin?
That's how you deci de whi ch baby
lives?

Can

You want to get sued,
| i cense,

HOUSE

| borrow a quarter?

ACKERLY

appl aud that. But | have t
this hospital. So I strong
you to cone up with sonme nedica
rati onal e why Baby A shoul d get
Medi ci ne X and vice versa.

HOUSE

| ose your
House? Generally,

I'd
0 protect
|y advise

Whoa, whoa, whoa, slow down there,
slick, not all of us went to | aw
school. Your advice is that | should
use nedi cal reasons to make nedi ca
deci si ons?
(t hi nks)
That's not going to be as easy, but...
ACKERLY
Any nedical justification, it doesn't
need to be a good one.
HOUSE
Hmm .. Hartig sounds Jew sh, so
does aztreonam |'Il take the Hartig

kid of f vancomyci n.

How s t hat?

( CONTI NUED)
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Ackerly |l ooks to Cuddy: what's wong with this asshol e?

CUDDY
(to House)

You can't experinent on babi es.
HOUSE

Doctors experinent all the tine.
CUDDY

On adults. Wth their consent.
HOUSE

Fine. 1'll get the parents' consent. *

He turns to go.

ACKERLY

Their inforned consent. They have
to know the other kid is getting a
different treatnent.

HOUSE
Sorry, can't do that. [It'd be
unethical to tell one patient about
anot her patient's treatnent.

ACKERLY
Very funny. They have a right to
know.

HOUSE

(we all know this)
| f they know, they won't consent,
whi ch defeats the whol e purpose.

ACKERLY
That's their right.

HOUSE
Two nore babi es have just becone *
synptomatic. | defer to your |ega

w sdom Wi ch takes precedence:
si x dying babies or a m ssing consent
for n?

ACKERLY
You can't do it.

CUDDY

(after a beat)
Do what you think is best.

( CONTI NUED)
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House nods his ever-so-subtle thanks to Cuddy, turns and
exits. Ackerly rises and gathers his papers.

ACKERLY
W mght as well wite sone
mal practice | awer a bl ank check.

CuUDDY
Let's focus on saving the kids, we'll
worry about our exposure |ater.

ACKERLY
Just between you and ne... legally,
t he best outcome would be for both
children to die. Then none of the
parents can allege their kid was
denied |life-saving treatnent.

Cuddy stares at the lawer, trying to deci de who she hates
nmore at this nonent: himor House.

27 OM TTED 27
28 | NT. PATI ENT LOUNGE #1 -- DAY 28

Foreman sits with the Hartigs. On the other side of the
room (out of earshot) are two other worried SETS OF PARENTS.

FOREMAN
Your daughter's kidneys are shutting
down.
| NTERCUT W TH:
29 | NT. PATIENT LOUNGE #2 -- DAY 29
Canmeron sits with the Chen-Lupi no parents.

CAMERON
Your son's kidneys are failing.

ON THE HARTI GS
FORENVAN

So we're going to take her off
aztreonam

( CONTI NUED)
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ON CHEN AND LUPI NO

CAMERON
We're taking your son off vanconycin.

We're | NTERCUTTI NG between the two roons as the doctors give
different di agnoses to the two sets of parents..

ON THE HARTI GS

ETHAN HARTI G
But what nade her sick in the first place?

ON CHEN AND LUPI NO

CAVERON
Seens to be a germcall ed pseudononas.

ON THE HARTI GS

FOREMAN
W think it's MRSA. Methycillin-
resi stant staph aureas. |It's a very

resistant formof a very conmon bacteri a.

ON CHEN AND LUPI NO

CAMERON
We're hoping the aztreonamw || clear
it up.
ON THE HARTI GS
FOREMAN

Vanconycin is the best treatnent for
MRSA, so we're going to keep giving
it to your boy.

ETHAN HARTI G
Is it going to cure hin?

Foreman | eans in. Talks softly.

FOREMAN
Your son is very sick. You need to
know that. This is a Hail-Mary. It *

m ght cure him.. but it m ght not.

The Hartigs slunp back in their chairs, taking this in.
Karen can't hold back her tears. *

ETHAN HARTI G
Al right.

( CONTI NUED)
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ON CHEN AND LUPI NO

JUDY LUPI NO *
So it'lIl cure hinf

CAMERON
We'll know in the next twenty four

hours if it's working.

KI M CHEN
kay. Geat. Thank you.

The parents | ook relieved. Kimtakes Judy's hand. Caneron
rises and | eaves.

REVEAL W son, at the nearby Nurse's station, noticing the
| ook on Kimand Judy's faces as Caneron wal ks away.

30 | NT. MATERNI TY WARD - HALLWAY -- MOMENTS LATER 30
Cameron wal ks away. W1 son catches up to her

W LSON
What did you tell thenf

CAMERON
Ki m and Judy?

W LSON
They | ooked relieved. D d you tel
t hem how sick their son is?

CAVERON
(not wanting to deal)
| expl ai ned what's goi ng on.

W LSON
Alison. Their baby is dying. |If
those parents weren't in tears by
the tine you left, you didn't tel
themthe truth.

CAMERON
That's not how | see it.

W LSON
You want them blindsided? You want
them com ng up saying "My God, ny
baby died, why didn't you warn ne"--

( CONTI NUED)
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CAMERON
Oh, so it's about making sure they
don't yell at us?

W LSON
No. It's about getting them prepared
for the likely death of their child!

Cameron stops. She speaks quietly, but angrily.

CAVERON
If their son dies tonorrow? You
think they're going to give a damm
what | told themtoday? Nothing's
going to matter. Nothing's going to
be the sane ever again. God, |et
t hose poor wonen have a few hours of
hope.

She wal ks off. Leaving WIson wondering what the hell is
wrong with her.

| NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE HOUSE' S OFFI CE -- DAY 31
House is leaving his office for the day, |ocking up.

JILL (O S.)
Dr. House?

Jill (the Norplant woman) is there with CHARLIE, a scruffy
young man who clearly doesn't want to be there at all.

HOUSE
Ch, no...

House wal ks as quickly as he can away from her. Wi ch,
obviously, isn't that quickly. She tails him Charlie
trailing behind her.

JILL

This is ny husband Charlie.
HOUSE

Who told you where ny office was?
CHARLI E

Jill, conme on, he obviously doesn't

want us bot hering him

HOUSE
Qoh, and | was trying to hide it.

( CONTI NUED)
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JILL

Look, Doctor, the nono you said you
t hought | had- -

HOUSE
Mono?
Jill stares at him pleading. She really |ooks |ike she's
about to have a neltdown.
JILL
You know. ..
(pl eadi ng)

Shouldn't Charlie be tested? You
know, the test? The bl ood test?

House gets what Jill's after. And he has to smle. She's a
woman after his own heart.

HOUSE
Right, sorry, | sonetines forget
patients. | thought you were this
idiot who didn't know how to use
birth control

CHARLI E
| can't have nono. | don't feel
si ck or anythi ng.
HOUSE
That's very often the first sign. *
(to Jill) *

Call ny office in the norning, we'll
schedul e himfor blood tests.

JILL
Thank you.
House wal ks of f.
CHARLI| E

' mnot even tired.

OM TTED 32*
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33 | NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE NI CU -- DAY 33*

W1l son and Cuddy wal k towards the Nurse's Station. Cuddy *
| ooks tired and harri ed.

W LSON *
Fi nd anyt hing yet? *

CUDDY *
Ch, just sone baby formula being
stored under a sink with a dripping
faucet.

W LSON
(that's bad)
Tap water contam nation; are you
t hi nki ng pseudononas i nfection?

* ¥ * X

CuDDY
| was. | wasted a couple hours
chasing it down, but of course, turns
out the fornmula hasn't been anywhere
near the babi es.
(pi ssed)
What ever idiot stored themthere--

W LSON
Rel ax. We'll figure this out. Just
cal m down- -

CUDDY
| am calm

She notices the Male Med Student she'd yelled at that norning.
He's standing at the Nurses' Station, talking to a NURSE

H's tie is once again peeking out of his jacket, and is now
drapi ng over the countertop.

Cuddy grabs a pair of scissors fromthe Nurses' Station and
starts cutting off his tie.

MALE MED STUDENT
Ch, cone on--

CuUDDY
| warned you.

She hands him back the piece of his tie, then wal ks over to
WIlson. WIson raises an eyebrow.

CUDDY ( CONT' D)
| did that calmy.

( CONTI NUED)
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And they wal k on, passing KAREN HARTI G who's staring through
the NI CU wi ndow at her daughter. The CAMERA STAYS ON KAREN.

After a beat, Chase enmerges fromthe NICU. (There are now
SIX BABIES in the N CU.)

( CONTI NUED)
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KAREN HARTI G
Hey.

CHASE
Hi .

KAREN HARTI G
She any better?

CHASE
Fever's been stable the | ast hour.

Karen | ooks nmournfully over the children.

KAREN HARTI G
W're not going to make it, are we?

CHASE
Sorry?

KAREN HARTI G

Me and Et han.

(off his silence)
Qur next door neighbor, her little
boy died in a car crash. She and
her husband... they split up |ike
four nmonths after the funeral. That's
what al ways happens, right?

Chase searches for the right words.

CHASE
| honestly don't know. | don't know
what happens with ny patients after..
(trailing off)
We're going to do everything to--

An alarm starts beeping inside the NICU.  Chase spins,
enters--

| NT. NI CU -- CONTI NUOUS
--and Karen follows him

CHASE
You can't cone in here.

He | eans down to | ook at a nonitor
KAREN HARTI G

(pani cked)
| s ny baby dying?

( CONTI NUED)
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CHASE
Ms. Hartig--

KAREN HARTI G
| s she dyi ng?

CHASE
It's not your baby.

It's the Chen-Lupino baby he's standing over. Karen Hartig's
face is filled with relief -- and guilt about the relief.

TIME CUT TGO
INT. NICU -- LATER 35

A screen has been drawn across the wi ndows of the N CU

It's a flurry of activity around the baby's bed as Chase,
Cameron, W/l son, Foreman and a NURSE scranble to keep the
Chen- Lupi no baby alive -- opening needles, checking nonitors
and |1Vs, pressing the child' s belly, pinching his hand. The
heart nonitor beeps rapidly.

CHASE
BP' s 60 over 20.

CAMERON
Heart rate's 180.

House, last to arrive, stands a few feet away as he watches--

HOUSE
You started | evophed?

CHASE
Yeah.
(re: BP)
Still dropping. Sixty over palp.

CAVERON
We can't hold BP, even with three pressors.

W LSON
Losi ng the pul se.

The beeping heart nonitor starts flatlining.

W LSON ( CONT' D)
V-fib.

W ZOOM in on the baby's chest, and...

VFX: DI SSCLVE THROUGH its skin and ribcage to find his tiny
heart. It's stopped.

( CONTI NUED)



35

HOUSE - EpO3 - GREEN - 8/13/04 38.
CONTI NUED: 35

BACK IN THE ROOM Chase picks up the small paddl es (designed
for infants).

CHASE
Charging... clear.

Chase shocks the baby.

VFX: inside the baby's chest, his heart PULSES once as the
electricity hits. But it doesn't start beating on its own.
We hear the concern in the doctors' voices:

FOREMAN (V. O.)
Still V-Fib. *

CHASE (V.Q)
Charging... clear.

We see the second electrical charge hit the heart, one beat,
t hen not hi ng. ..

BACK | N THE ROCOM

CHASE ( CONT' D)
Charging... clear.

He shocks the baby for the third tinme. But this boy is gone.
The doctors all knowit. Still:

CHASE ( CONT' D)
Char gi ng. ..

House steps forward, puts a hand on Chase's arm shakes his
head. Chase discharges the paddles in the air, puts them
down.

HOUSE
Time of death, 6:57 PM

The doctors start taking off their gloves. The nurse turns
off the nonitors one by one.

Cameron just stands there, can't stop staring down at the
infant's body on the operating table.

Silence for a beat. Then House is back to work.
HOUSE ( CONT' D)

Azt reonam doesn't work. Doubl e-cover

all the other babies w th vanconycin.

CHASE
"1l doit.

( CONTI NUED)
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Chase | eaves to give a nurse instructions.

Caneron's

And House

HOUSE
(to Caneron)
Tell the parents.

startl ed.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
Tell themtheir child probably saved
five lives.

CAMERON
Wait. Chase shoul d- -

HOUSE
--Chase is busy.

CAVERON
You' re the attending.

HOUSE
W son, nmake sure she does her job.

| eaves.

| NT. PATI ENT LOUNGE OFF THE NI CU -- N GHT

8/ 13/ 04 39.
35

36

Wl son and Caneron enter to find the Chen-Lupino parents

wai ting nervously.

expect ant

Judy Lupino's holding the hospital -supplied teddy bear

her arns.

i medi ately gets it.

Wlson waits for

si |l ent.

and scar ed.

Two ot her sets of PARENTS al so | ook up,

in

She sees the | ook on the doctors' faces and

Ki m Chen | ooks and gets it,

Canmeron to say sonething, but she remains
W son steps forward as the coupl e breaks down... *
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37 I NT. MATERNI TY ROOM -- NI GHT 37*

Ki m Chen and Judy Lupino cry and hold each other as they
| ook upon the body of their son, who's been noved here.
He's been cleaned up a bit; the lines have been cut but

they're still attached to his body. Judy places her cheek
on his belly as she cries. Kimputs her fingers in his tiny
hand.

38 | NT. HALLWAY OQUTSIDE NI CU -- N GHT 38

Wl son and Caneron wal k and tal k.

W LSON

Al'ison. Sonething going on?
CAVERON

No.
W LSON

You were frozen back there..
Canmeron says nothing. WIson regards her a nonent. Not
sure what to say. Then Caneron notices Chase com ng down
the hallway toward them It doesn't | ook good--

CAMERON
VWhat is it?

( CONTI NUED)



38

39

HOUSE -

CONTI NUED:

CHASE

EpO3 -

The Hartig baby. She's getting
sicker, too. The vanconycin isn't

wor ki ng, either.

I NT. HOUSE' S OUTER OFFI CE -- N GHT

House,

GREEN -

8/ 13/ 04 41.
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39

Cuddy, WIlson and the team Everyone | ooks exhausted.

HOUSE
Vanconycin doesn't kill it.
doesn't kill it.

(beat)
VWhat the hell is it?

FORENMAN
It's a superbug.

This is bad.

CHASE
It could be V.R S. A

CUDDY

Azt r eonam

There's only been two reported cases

ever in the US.

CHASE

One of the kids, the Howsam baby,
has a skin rash. Maybe scal ded-skin
syndronme, which would be a sign of

VRSA.

FORENMAN
Then these kids are dead.

W LSON
(unconvi nci ngl y)

There's a couple drugs that can fight

VRSA -- linezolid, | think--

HOUSE
(si mrering)

Sure, like | can fight Mke Tyson.

This is our fault. Doctors
over prescri bing antibiotics.

You

have a cold? Take sone penicillin.
Sniffles? No problem here's your
azithromycin. QOops, not working

anynore? Got your | evaquin.

Anti -

bacterial soaps in every bathroom
we' || be addi ng vancomycin to the

wat er supply soon.
MORE

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE ( CONT' D)
W' ve bred these superbugs. They're
our babies, and they're all grown up
and com ng back to commt parricide.

Si | ence.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
On the other hand, naybe anti biotics
had nothing to do with it.

Everyone | ooks at House |ike he's nuts.
HOUSE ( CONT' D)
Did you notice how |l ow his BP was at
the end? Even with three pressors?

W LSON
Heart damage?

House says nothing for a nonent. Then he rises.

HOUSE
Go hone. Nothing nore you can do tonight.
And he exits. Of the others -- is that really all?
I NT. MORGUE -- NI GHT 40

CLOSE ON HOUSE siting on a bench, in a dark, cold, w ndow ess
roomin the hospital's basenent. He's lost in thought.
Staring into the distance.

PULL BACK TO REVEAL that House is |looking at a tiny, sheet-
covered BODY on the shiny netal operating table.

He gets up, pulls the sheet off. W don't see the dead
infant, but we see House's face. It's filled with regret.
He didn't save this child.

We m ght think he's cone here to commune with his patient,
but he pulls on surgical gloves. Takes a digital recorder
out of his pocket. Sets it down, presses "record."

HOUSE
Baby boy Chen-Lupino. Tine of death:
6: 57 PM Thursday, Decenber 2, 2004. *
He picks up a scalpel. He's conducting the autopsy al one,

determ ned to discover why he lost this kid. He raises the
scal pel and we:

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT THREE




41

HOUSE - EpO3 - GREEN - 8/13/04 43.

ACT FOUR
FADE | N;
INT. LAB -- DAY (DAY 3) 41

CLOSE ON a conputer screen showi ng an i nage froma m croscope.
We see the striated red nuscle fibers stretching | engthw se.
There's a large white mass in the mddle, and sone snaller,
clear circles scattered around.

HOUSE (O S.)
This is a cross-section of the Chen-
Lupi no boy's nyocardi um

PULL BACK TO REVEAL the teamw th WIson and Cuddy | ooking
at the conputer screen. House points to the white mass with
a pen.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
Fi br osi s.

Then the smaller circles.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
And | ynphocytic infiltrates.

Everyone i s shocked.

CAMERON
There was no | ynphocytosis on the
bl ood tests...

House crosses to the whiteboard used in the earlier
differential diagnosis. He crosses out "BACTERI AL | NFECTI ON'
and circles "VIRUS. "

HOUSE
Yes, we had plenty of good reasons
to think bacterial; nobody's scol ding
you. Unfortunately, all those clever
reasons were wong. This is a virus.
Infecting their hearts.

FOREMVAN
W' re screwed. W can't chase down
a virus. There's a thousand
possibilities.

CAMERON
We could run gels, antibody tests.

( CONTI NUED)
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FOREMAN
A thousand of then The kids don't
have enough bl ood.

HOUSE
(not def eat ed)
Chase. You're the intensivist. How
many could we do? Before we risk
exsangui nati ng the kids.

CHASE
(t hi nki ng)
You're talking vials, not stick tests?
| wouldn't take nore than five or
Si X.

HOUSE
Then we have to narrow t he t housand
viruses down to siXx.

House writes "YES NO' on a whiteboard, draws a verti cal
line between them

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
The autopsy's shown us what this
virus does. Let's go. Wat do we
know?

A silent beat. This task seens too daunting. Finally:

W LSON
Ri bavirin and acyclovir don't knock
it out.

CUDDY

Cross out the herpes viruses.

House wites "HSV 1/2" in the "NO' colum. (He will continue
t hroughout this scene to add the naned viruses to the proper
col ums).

HOUSE
Right. Al so, adenovirus..

Foreman grabs a | arge nedical textbook. WIson grabs another.
The team huddl es around the books while House stays at the
boar d.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
What el se, what el se? Keep talking.

Qui cker, now

( CONTI NUED)
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CHASE
Well, it only seens to hit children,
the nmothers aren't sick, so..

FOREMAN
(pagi ng t hrough)
...Nno toxopl asnosis, no rubella,
cross out the entire TORCH syndrone.

W LSON

You didn't find any | ung damage?
HOUSE

No.
W LSON

Then cross out paranyxoviri dae.

HOUSE
Cardi ac scarring, people.

CHASE
CW.

That's one for the YES col um.

FOREMAN
Enteroviruses, too, | think..

CuUDDY
| nfl uenza.

The doctors are getting into it. Mybe House is right --
maybe this isn't inpossible..

TIME CUT TGO
| NT. LAB -- LATER 42

CLOSE ON t he whiteboard, now filled up with the names of
viruses. The NO colum has about 20 | arge categories |isted.
The YES col um contai ns seven specific viruses (Goup B
Coxsacchi e, Echovirus 11, Rotovirus, CW, Epstein-Barr,
Parvovirus B-19, Influenza A)

FOREMAN (V. O.)
RSV?

PULL BACK TO REVEAL the teamtal king fast, getting closer
They' ve narrowed the viruses down to the nost |ikely.
Canmeron's at the board now.
W LSON
Ri bavirin is supposed to get it.

( CONTI NUED)
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FORENMAN

Supposed to.
HOUSE

(to Caneron)

Put RSV as a "yes." How many do we

have?
CuUDDY

Ei ght .

House | ooks to Chase.

CHASE
Ei ght vials of blood is pushing it.
HOUSE
Alright, let's push it. *

(to his team
Get the antibody kits, start testing
t he sick kids.

They get up to go do their tasks.
W LSON

"Il ook into whether there's any
antivirals for these eight.

As they're alnost at the door, House is still rum nating.
HOUSE
Wait. The kids who were on the floor
but didn't get sick... are any of
themstill in the hospital ?
W LSON
They got noved to the fifth fl oor.
CHASE
They're probably all checked out by
now.
CUDDY

No, the Linpert boy had a bit of
j aundi ce, he's checking out today.

HOUSE
| want to test his bl ood, too.

CubDY
Why ?

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE
We need all the information we can
get. The healthy kid wll be our
control group

CUDDY
"1l go tell his parents he can't
| eave because he has smal | pox.

CAVERON
Real | y?
CUDDY
(obvi ously not)
No. But I'll make sonething up
House gives her a | ook - nice nove. *
I NT. NICU -- DAY 43

Caneron draws bl ood from a S| CK BABY..
| NT. MATERNI TY ROOM -- DAY 43A

Chase draws bl ood fromthe HEALTHY LI MPERT BABY as hi s PARENTS
| ook on. ..

I NT. LAB -- DAY 44

On a nonitor, Foreman watches as a bar graph appears,
i ndicating the presence of a specific antibody. House enters,
scans the nonitor as--

HOUSE
VWhat did we get?

FOREMAN
The sick babies are all positive for
Echovirus 11--

HOUSE
--Geat.

FOREMAN
And CW. And Parvovirus B-19.

HOUSE
Thr ee of thent

( CONTI NUED)
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FORENMAN
And what's weirder, the healthy baby
we tested? He's positive for
Echovirus 11 and CW anti bodi es,
t 0o.

Across the roomis the whiteboard listing the eight possible
viruses. Five of themare crossed off, |eaving only Echovirus
11, CGW, and Parvovirus B-19. House stares at the board.

Did they go down the wong path? Then he gets it:

HOUSE
O course. They're infants, they
have their nothers' blood, their
nmot hers' anti bodi es.

FORENMAN
So we just | earned nothing?

HOUSE
No. We have half the picture. The
heal t hy kids survived because their
nmot hers' anti bodi es saved them

FOREMAN

(getting it)
If the nomhad CW in the past, she'd
have the anti bodies for CW, her kid
woul d be i mune fromit..

(then)
So we test the sick kids' nonms for
Echovi rus, CW and Parvovi rus.

HOUSE
And whi chever they don't have the

antibodies for, that's what's killing
their Kkids.

Foreman scranbl es out the door
| NT. PATI ENT LOUNGE -- DAY 45

Foreman draws a vial of blood fromKaren Hartig while her
husband anxi ously wat ches.

I NT. LAB -- DAY 46

House and his team | ook at an anti body bar chart appearing
on a nonitor. House smles.

He wal ks to the whiteboard, where all the viruses but CW,
Echovirus 11 and Parvovirus B-19 are now crossed out.

( CONTI NUED)
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He crosses out CW and Parvovirus B-19 and circles Echovirus
11.
FOREMAN (V. Q)
Echovirus 11.
47 | NT. PATI ENT LOUNGE -- DAY 47

Cameron and Foreman are with the exhausted Hartig parents.

FORENVAN
It's an enterovirus, it |lodges in
the intestinal tract.

CANVERON
Ent erovi ruses cause di arrhea and fl u-
i ke synptons in adults; maybe a
rash. But for newborns, it can be
deadly. It's damaging her heart.

KAREN HARTI G
| s there anything you can do?

CAVERON
We're giving all the kids | arge doses
of IMG It's a solution of
anti bodies normally found in adult
bl ood. We hope it wll help.

FOREMAN
Unfortunately, viruses are nore
difficult to treat than bacteri al
infections. W still haven't found
a cure for the common col d.

ETHAN HARTI G

So there's no... vaccine, or--
FORENMAN
There's a conpany in Pennsylvani a
devel oping an antiviral. W managed
to get our hands on it.
48 OM TTED 48*
AND AND

49 49
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OM TTED 50*
I NT. NICU -- DAY 51
Cameron checks a nonitor while Chase adjusts a ventil ator

CHASE
Pul nonary resistance still |ow..
(1 ooki nQ)
BP' s | ooki ng bad, too..

Cameron notices the Hartigs watching through the w ndow.
They' re devastated: watching their newborn, unable to do
anything to hel p, unable even to hold her.
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| NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE NI CU -- MOMENTS LATER
Canmeron exits the NICU and approaches the Harti gs.

CAVERON
Can | get your help with sonething?

The parents stare at her, unconprehendi ng.

CAMERON ( CONT' D)
Your daughter, her sheets--

ETHAN HARTI G
MBxi ne.

KAREN HARTI G
That's her nane. Maxi ne.

CAMERON
(nods)
We need sonmeone to hold Maxi ne up
off the bed while the orderlies change
her sheets.

I NT. NICU -- MOVENTS LATER
The Hartigs (masked, gowned, and gl oved) stand next to their

baby's bassinet. Maxine is three days old and they haven't
touched her in two of them

CAVERON
Just gently reach under and lift
her, just a couple inches... Support

her head. ..
They lift her up.
The parents are standing close to each other, closer than
we' ve seen themsince the first scene. FEthan carefully
cradl es Maxi ne's head, Karen her body.
ORDERLI ES begin to change the sheets. Caneron and Chase
wat ch the Hartigs. The parents are close to tears, hol ding
in their emotion... |It's clear they desperately need this..
Et han puts his free armaround his wfe..
I NT. CLINIC - EXAM ROOM #1 -- DAY

House is with Jill.

( CONTI NUED)
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JILL
(anxi ous)
So the tests....
HOUSE
Your husband is definitely the source
of your "nono."
She's lets out a breath. Incredibly relieved.
JILL
Ch. Ww. Oh, thank God. Ww. |I'm
going to be a nom Woa. Thank you
so nmuch. | gotta get you a gift or
sonet hi ng.
HOUSE
Sonetinmes the best gift is the gift
of never seeing you again.
JILL
kay. Alright. But Dr. House?
You' ve been so awesone. | nean, |
really, totally trust you. Do you
t hi nk- -
HOUSE
No.
JILL
--you could do the prenatal care--
HOUSE
No.
JILL
--or deliver the baby?
HOUSE
That woul d be no.
He opens the door to | eave. Then he stops, a thought com ng *
to him
OM TTED 55*
OM TTED 56*
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57 INT. NICU -- N GHT 57

Chase is checking the Howsam baby. Forenman and Caneron are
| ooki ng at Maxine Hartig's BP nonitor.

FORENMAN
Chase. Take a | ook.

Chase wal ks over, |ooks at the nonitor..

58 | NT. PATI ENT LOUNGE OFF THE NI CU -- NI GHT 58
Et han Hartig pours a cup of coffee. Hi s wife rests on the
bench. They see Chase, Caneron and Foreman enter the |ounge.

And here's what they think: we're about to hear that our
daughter is dead. They're statues as the doctors approach.

And t hen Chase sm | es.
ETHAN HARTI G

(stunned)
Ch God. It's good news?

( CONTI NUED)
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CHASE
It's great. *

Karen bursts into tears. Then Ethan.

OM TTED 59*
| NT. MATERNI TY WARD - HALLWAY -- NI GHT (DAY 4) 60*
Canmeron wor ks on sone paperwork at the Nurses' Station near
the NICU. House steps up to her. *
HOUSE
They all gone? *
CAVERON
Hartigs are checking out right now *
HOUSE
You | ook tired.
CAVERON
Thanks.
HOUSE *

And no wonder. You've had a rea
hard tinme the |ast coupl e days.

CAMERON
And you haven't?

HOUSE
Not |ike you.

She doesn't say anything.
HOUSE ( CONT' D)
Anyone who's that awkward either has
no experience with death, or too
much. And |'mpretty sure it's not
the fornmer.

Canmeron doesn't |ike being put under House's m croscope.

( CONTI NUED)
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CAVERON
(go away) o
| have paperwork to finish up
HOUSE
Chase told ne about that idea you
had, the parents hol ding the baby..
where did you get that?
She doesn't reply.
HOUSE ( CONT' D)
You | ost soneone, didn't you?
(off her silence)
Did you | ose a baby?
Canmeron's stunned he'd ask her that.
CAVERON
You can be a real bastard.
She wal ks away. FCOLLOW HER as she turns a corner and sees
the Hartig famly heading towards the el evator.
They' re happy, vibrant. Talking excitedly, though we're too
far away to hear. Ethan pushes Karen, who's in a wheel chair.
She hol ds her baby in one armand a | arge bouquet of flowers
in the other. They board the elevator. Ethan kisses his
w fe. Kisses his daughter.
Canmeron wat ches, her happiness for the Hartigs mxed with
sone profound sadness.
EXT. PRI NCETON -- DAY (DAY 5) 61
It's a new day; a beautiful fall day.
| NT. MATERNI TY WARD - HALLWAY -- DAY 62
The ward i s being reopened. ORDERLIES novi ng equi pnment back
in. House stands outside the NICU, thinking, staring. W]Ison
finds himthere.

W LSON
Unfi ni shed busi ness?

HOUSE
I|'"'min the haystack.

W LSON
Ah. Because now you know you're
| ooking for a needle.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE
Ri ght .

W LSON
If I tell youto let it go, it's not
going to nmake a difference, is it?

HOUSE
(apparently not)
Enteroviruses are spread by humans...
Fecal -oral route, usually. Could be
respiratory secretions, though.

W LSON
So Cuddy got stool sanples fromthe
whol e staff. Just wait until they

cone back.

HOUSE
That won't do it.

W LSON
Wy not ?

HOUSE

Thi s shedder, whoever he is? He's
so virulent, he nust have been
synptomati c. Cuddy woul d have noti ced

hi m
W LSON
Hhmm . .
HOUSE
And the babies didn't share any comon
personnel. That's what's weird.
W LSON

(you're a freak)
Yeah. That's what's weird.

Wl son takes off. House stands there thinking for a |ong
beat. Then House hears a cough. He turns to see a 65- YEAR-
OLD WOVAN. She wears a T-shirt that reads "Hospital

Vol unteer" and carries a basket of teddy bears under her
arm

VFX: We FLASH BACK. QUI CK CUTS show House pi eci ng toget her
how t he infection was spread:

-- The Vol unteer wal ks the hallway wth her basket. She
scratches her nose and brushes her hand against a bear. W
ZOOM IN TO A M CROSCOPI C LEVEL and see the virus noving from
the skin of her hand to the bear's artificial fur..

( CONTI NUED)
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-- She hands the bear to Karen Hartig.
-- Karen w pes her baby's nmouth. W ZOOM IN to show t he
germ spreadi ng from Karen's hands to Maxi ne's nouth and
| at ching on...
BACK TO SCENE
The Vol unteer scratches her nose. Turns to see House staring

at her like a hawk at a nouse. Looks behind her to see what
House is looking at, realizes it's her.

VOLUNTEER
(conf used)
What ?
House just smles... and we:
MATCH CUT TO
| NT. OB/ GYN LOUNGE -- DAY 63
House, still smling... as he reclines on a fancy | eather

chair in the fancy | ounge, watching his soap opera.

Onscreen, the handsone doctor we saw earlier holds hands
with his female patient. She's now out of her hospital gown
and wearing a dress, |ooking healthy and happy [ Appendi x B]. *

Li m and Kubi sak (the OB/ GYNs we net in Act One) enter, annoyed
to see House.

LIM
Hey. Seriously, man, you're not
supposed to be here.

HOUSE
|"m performng a delivery.
KUBI SAK
(what the fuck?)
You are.
HOUSE
A patient whose prenatal care |I'm
handling, | just took her on a few
m nutes ago. |'ll need one of you

to supervise, of course.
LIM

(suspi ci ous)
When' s she due?

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE
Lat e March.

KUBI SAK
Fi ve nonths from now?

HOUSE
(nods)
Thank God these chairs are so
confortabl e.
O f the Doctors, staring at House, we:
FADE QUT.

END OF SHOW
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APPENDI X A - FOR SCENE 4: |INT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE -- DAY 64*

A good-1 ooking DOCTOR in a pristine |ab coat carries his
chart up to the bed of a gowned BEAUTI FUL YOUNG PATI ENT.

DOCTOR
The MRl 's back.

PATI ENT
And?

He takes her hand. Oozi ng enpathy:

DOCTOR
It's what we expected. The accident
caused serious damage. ..
(beat)
...lt"'s amesi a.

PATI ENT
No. No...

DOCTOR
Yes. |'msorry.

PATI ENT
| can't believe it...

DOCTOR
Pl ease renenber, mss. Your car was
pounded into scrap around you. You
shoul d have been smashed to pieces.
Appr eci ate your good fortune.

PATI ENT
WII | ever find out who | anf
DOCTOR
| can't know for sure. But | do
prom se you this: | wll devote every

drop of energy in my being to nmaking
you whol e agai n.

PATI ENT
Thank you, Doctor, thank you.
only wi sh..
DOCTOR
What ?
PATI ENT
(downcast)

| just wish | could renenber who |
am . .
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APPENDI X B - FOR SCENE 63: | NI. DOCTOR S OFFI CE -- DAY

The handsone DOCTOR is now hol ding hands with the BEAUTI FUL

YOUNG PATI

ENT. They stand by her hospital bed. He's still

in his resplendent whites, but she's in a nice bright dress,
| ooki ng happy and healthy. They're clearly in |ove.

She | ooks

They ki ss.

PATI ENT
You saved ny life.
DOCTOR
| just ran sone tests, Naom . It

was your will and determ nation that
saved your life.

PATI ENT
| know who | am now.
DOCTOR
Yes. Yes, you do.
(beat)
And | know who | am as well.
PATI ENT
But what do you nean, Doctor?
DOCTOR
Under this lab coat, |I'mjust a man..

who's fallen in | ove.

at himw th surprise.

PATI ENT
Do you nean. ..

DOCTOR
Yes. Naom. | love you. Fromthe
monment | saw you in the ER, | knew |
| oved you.

PATI ENT
Yes.. Yes, | love you too, Doctor.

60.

65*
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