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BATMAN
"Joker’s Wilad"

CAST LIST

REGU CAST

BRUCE WAYNE/BATMAN
ALFRED

GUEST CAST
THE JOKER

SUMMER GLEESON

POISON 1IVY

*

CAMERON KAISER - A wealthy, smug developer/casino owner in his early
forties. A cross between Donald Trump and Warren Beatty as Bugsy
Siegal. :

SUPPORTING CAST

IRVING - Kaiser’s #1 henchman, a big, burly goon who also passes as a
guard at Arkhanm.

BENNY - Kaiser’s #2 henchman, short and thin. (One line.) *
HELICOPTER PILOT - One of Kaiser’s employees. (A few lines.)
LINDA - Bruce’s attractive red-haired date. (No lines.) *

GARDENING SHOW HOSTESS -~ The star of a PBS-style gardening show
watched by Poison Ivy. Mid-forties, pleasant. (& few lines.)

TV HOST - David Letterman sound-alike. (One line.) *

ARKHAM GUARD #1 - (One line, a few cries of surprise.)

ARKHAM GUARD #2 - (Same as #1)

DISGRUNTLED CARD PLAYERS - (A few lines of surprise.)

CRAPS PLAYERS - (Same as the Card Players)

SECURITY GUARD - Discovers the Joker cheating. (Two lines.)

CASINO DEALERS - They all wear whiteface, green wigs, and purple
outfits similar (but perhaps not exactly like) the Joker’s
costume. (A few group lines.)

CASINO WAITRESSES -~ Their outfits look somewhat like Harley’s red and
black diamond costume, complete with foolscaps. (Group lines and
one solo line.) :

ARKHAM INMATES - (Two group lines.) Though they don’t speak
individually (except for Poison Ivy) the inmates include MAD
HATTER and several tough-looking psychotics. *
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BATMAN
/ﬁm "Joker’s Wild"
LOCATIONS -

(Layout Guidelines)

GOTHAM PALISADES BOARDWALK -~ A long strip of ritzy oceanside gambling
casinos and hotels like New Jersey’s Atlantic City. Very big,
very glitzy, with lots of Vegas~style neon signs.

THE JOKER’S8 WILD CASINO - An incredibly elaborate casino built along
the lines of Trump’s Taj Mahal and the lLas Vegas Excaliber. The
exterior is vaguely castle-like, but painted bright clowny
colors. Both the interior and exterior are done in a Joker
motif, and images of clowns, jesters and the Joker himself are
everywhere. (Not unlike the Vegas "Circus-Circus" casino). The
idea behind this place was that it was originally intended to
have a fantasy castle look, but it was switched over to a Joker-

motif at the last minute.

JOKER’S WILD AMUSEMENT AREA - An unfinished part of the casino which
boasts huge Bill Finger-like working gambling machines. Giant
roulette wheels, slot machines, dice cages, cards, etc.
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BATMAN
“"JOKER'’S WILD"

ACT ONE

FADE IN:
EXT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - DAY

CAMERA PANS across the grounds, up to the main building and
DISSOLVES THROUGH a wide window as we hear:

GARDENING SHOW HOSTESS (V.0.)
Be sure the bulbs are spaced far
enough apart...

INT. ASYLUM DAY ROOM - CONTINUING

This is the large common room area where the inmates are allowed to
associate with each other for a short time each day, albeit under
heavy guard. PANNING ACROSS the room, we spot the MAD HATTER
(dressed in an asylum uniform, but wearing his distinctive hat)
engrossed in a one-sided chess game. We move on to PICK UP POISON
IVY, wearing a long hospital robe down past her knees and huddled
up on a sofa. She absently strokes the leaves of a nearby standing
potted plant as she watches a PBS-type gardening show on an
overhead BLACK AND WHITE TV. On the screen is a pleasant, fortyish
GARDENING SHOW HOSTESS in coveralls, tending some small sprouting
plants in a window box.

GARDENING HOSTESS (CONT’D)
...for proper root growth. And
remember to give the seedlings plenty
of sunlight...

ANGLE ON DOOR

It opens and THE JOKER (also in asylum garb) saunters in, casually
whistling and escorted by a LARGE BEEFY GUARD.

JOKER
(Whistles "Looney Tunes Theme")

GARDENING HOSTESS (V.O.) (CONT’D)
And just enough water. Then...

WIDER

The Joker happily waves to Poison Ivy as he walks to the TV and
heedlessly changes the channel to a Letterman-style comedy show.
SFX: CHANNEL CHANGE.

TV AUDIENCE (V.O0.)
(Loud canned laughter)
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Poison Ivy bolts upright in her seat, furious.

POISON IVY
Hey! I was watching that!

‘ JOKER
And now you’re watching this.

TV HOST (V.0.)
(David Letterman-type)
Next, a dog drinks milk out of his
owner’s mouth.

TV AUDIENCE (V.O.)
(louder laughter)

The Joker flops down on the couch next to Ivy, who scowls daggers
at him.

POISON IVY
Change it back!

JOKER
(As Mortimer Snerd)
Ah, nope, nope, nope. Don’t want to.

POISON IVY
(Screams)
Guard!

The beefy guard (we’ll call him IRVING) steps over.

IRVING
What'’s the problem?

The Joker instantly leaps to his feet and wraps a conspiratorial
chummy arm around the guard’s shoulders, drawing him close and
pointing to Ivy.

JOKER
(Mock-whisper)
Don’t look now, Sonny~Jim, but the
Plant Lady’s gone wackers again.

POISON IVY
He started it! I was just sitting
here...

JOKER
(Melodramatic)
That’s right, you’re always blaming
me. And the children wonder why we
fight.

Ivy slumps back in her seat, frustrated.
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POISON IVY
Crazy!

JOKER
I know you are, but what am I?

Irving the guard moves the Joker aside.

IRVING
Okay, okay.

Irving switches the TV dial to a news program.

IRVING :
You’ll watch this quietly, or go back
to your cells.

JOKER
Ja, vowl.

POISON IVY
I don’t care.

Irving moves off. 1Ivy scoots as far away from the Joker as she
can. The Joker notices this and smiles.

JOKER
(Playful)
You hold my hand and I’ll slug you.

POISON IVY
Guard!

The Joker frantically gestures for her to keep it down.

JOKER
Just kidding! Just kidding! Eeesh,
Pammie! Lighten up.

ANGLE ON TV

The two criminals turn their attentions to the TV screen. On it,
SUMMER GLEESON is speaking TO CAMERA.

SUMMER
This is Summer Gleeson live at Gotham
Palisades boardwalk...

WIDER ON SUMMER

To show she’s standing in front of a red roped-off area. Behind
her is a massive structure, a hotel and casino, whose entrance and

key design features are covered by huge pieces of canvas.
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SUMMER (CONT'’D)
...where it’s opening day at
billionaire Cameron Kaiser’s latest
showplace resort.

ANGLE ON HOTEL

Though we can’t see details, we can see that the hotel is quite
imposing. As the o.s. Summer talks, the CAMERA PANS OVER the
place.

SUMMER (O.S.)
Total price tag for this fun-seeker’s
mecca, nearly three hundred million
dollars.
BACK TO SUMMER

Summer stands next to CAMERON KAISER, a suntanned, good-looking man
in his mid-forties. Think of a cross between Donald Trump and
Warren Beatty as Bugsy Siegel. Kaiser speaks into Summer’s waiting
mike with the ease of a polished showman. A SUPER beneath his
image reads: "CAMERON KAISER - Owner."

KAISER
It’s true, Summer. I set out to
create the most opulent gambling
resort in the world.

ON JOKER AND POISON IVY
watching the screen. They simultaneously curl their lips in disgust.

KAISER (0.S.)
(smug chuckle)
After all, what’s a few million here
and there as long as my gquests are

happy?

CLOSE ON SUMMER
as she moves on.
SUMMER
Gotham’s elite have turned out in
style for the opening.

ANGLE WIDENS to include BRUCE WAYNE (in a tux) standing with an
attractive red-head (LINDA) in an evening gown.
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SUMMER
Bruce Wayne, perhaps you can give us
a hint about the top-secret theme of
Mr. Kaiser’s new casino?

-

He points toward Kaiser, o.s.

BRUCE
Looks like we’ll find out together,
Summer.

ON TV SCREEN - KAISER

Kaiser steps up to where a red ribbon has been stretched across the
canvas closest to the entrance.

KAISER
Ladies and gentlemen, the wait is
over. I officially welcome you one
and all...

Kaiser snips the ribbon as he talks and the canvas drops away.

KAISER (CONT'’D)
...to Joker’s wild!

CAMERA PULLS BACK FAST to show the now-exposed front of the purple
and green hotel/casino, a vaguely castle-like building, which we
see is built completely around a Joker-theme! The entrance is
through a huge grinning mouth, and on either side of it stand show
girls dressed in outfits similar to that worn by the Joker’s
henchgirl HARLEY. ("Laughing Fish", etc.) Mask-like Joker faces
are set into the sides of the casino walls and a huge neon-Joker
head, complete with "laughing-action" mouth, grins down on it all
from the top of the casino. (Like those neon cowboys in Las
Vegas.)

QUICK CUT TO JOKER

His eyes blinking wide with astonishment as he reacts to the o.s.
Tv.

JOKER
Say what?

ON TV - CLOSE ON NEON JOKER HEAD

CAMERA PANS DOWN from the neon Joker head to PICK UP Summer (with
her back TO CAMERA) staring up at the casino in shock.

SUMMER
(off mike)
Ugh!...just disgusting...!

TV CREWMAN (0.S.)
Psst! Summer! You’re on!
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Summer quickly whirls around, obviously flustered and trying to
cover.

SUMMER
Oh! Er, there you have it. Let’s
get a reaction from the guests.

Bruce Wayne passes in front of Summer. Bruce is clearly furious.
He pulls his puzzled date along with him.

SUMMER
Mr. Wayne?

BRUCE
No comment.

They exit. Summer spots Kaiser o.s. and the hand-held camera
follows her as she snags him.

SUMMER
Mr. Kaiser! Why build a casino
seemingly in honor of one of
history’s most notorious outlaws?

Kaiser shrugs and smiles innocently.

KAISER
(smug chuckle)
Summer, please! My Joker is a
classic symbol long associated with
cards and games. I can’t help it if
there’s a passing resemblance to some
criminal fruitcake.

JOKER (0.S.)
(Cry of rage)

CRASH! The tall potted plant that Ivy was stroking smashes pot-
first through the TV screen.

ON JOKER AND POISON IVY

The Joker is in a fist-waving, hopping-mad fury. Ivy huddles back
in the sofa, her eyes wide with shock at the Joker’s tantrunm.

JOKER
How dare that smug, preening fool try
to cash in on my image!
CLOSE ON POISON IVY

Her startled look changes to a smug grin.
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POISON IVY
Now who should lighten up?

The Joker leans in, face to face and very angry. Ivy smirks.
JOKER
Don’t get cute with me, red! He’s
ripping me off! 1I’l1 protest!
CAMERA FOLLOWS the Joker as he rants.
JOKER (CONT'’D)
1’11 sue! Then, 1’1l rip his lungs
out! I will! You just watch me!

Irving the guard runs over to restrain the Joker by grabbing him
firmly from behind.

IRVING
Take it easy!

The Joker slumps against Irving, curiously weakened.
JOKER
(Dazed)
Uhh, I feel dizzy...sick!
Everything’s spinning! Ohhh...need a
doctor. :
Irving starts to gently lead the Joker toward the door.

POISON IVY (O.S.)
Oh, Joker?

The Joker weakly looks back toward her.
ON POISON IVY

Me;rily kneeling upright on the sofa and pointing to her big, perky
grin.

POISON IVY

(Very happy)
Thanks for the smile.

ON JOKER
He slumps in Irving’s arms, all the fight drained out of him.

JOKER
(Miserable sigh)

Irving carries the dazed clown out of the day room.
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INT. ARKHAM INFIRMARY
Arkham’s white, sterile hospital examining room. Irving opens the
door and carries the nearly comatose Joker in, placing him gently
on an examining table.

-

IRVING
Hang on. I’1ll get Doctor
Bartholomew.

JOKER

(dazed, coughs)
Yes, hurry, please.

Irving quickly exits the infirmary. The second after he’s gone,
the Joker quickly leaps off the table, perfectly well.

JOKER
Sucker.

INT. INFIRMARY HALLWAY

The door opens and the Joker’s hand impishly appears waving a
bedpan on a stick, as if to draw fire. It withdraws and the Joker
himself peeks out. With much comic exaggeration, he tip-toes out
into the hall and heads for the exit. After he goes, Irving
secretly looks out of an adjoining door and smiles slyly.

IRVING

(Low, evil)
Sucker yourself.

ON TWO GUARDS
Two WHITE-CLAD ASYLUM GUARDS catch sight of the escaping clown.

GUARD #1
The Joker!
GUARD #2
Hold it!
ON JOKER
He antics to run o.s.
JOKER
Exit stage left, laughing all the
way.
(Laughs)

ANGLE ON CUSTODIAN

An asylum CUSTODIAN pushes a cart laden with mops and cleaning
chemicals down the hall. The Joker runs up and roughly shoves the

custodian o.s.
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CUSTODIAN
(cry of surprise)

JOKER
Excuse me. -

Quick as a flash, the Joker empties a variety of bottled liquids
into a pail. The evil clown grandly holds up the pail as the two
guards run up and stop apprehensively.

JOKER
Step right up and play everyone’s
favorite game, "What’s the Joker Got
in the Pail?" Maybe a deadly poison?
Maybe a nasty nerve gas? Or maybe
just something to make the floor nice
and slippery.

Joker tosses the liquid onto the floor, takes a leap and slides
between the two guards, knocking them down.

GUARDS
Ooof! Ungh!

JOKER
Fun!

EXT. ARKHAM REAR DOOR

This is the door thét leads out to a wide yard-like area behind
Arkham. The door opens and the Joker bolts out as SFX: ALARMS go

off.

JOKER
I always did know how to make an
exit.

ON CHAIN-LINK FENCE

Joker dashes up to the fence and spots a slow-moving semi-truck
(with a cab-top exhaust pipe) approaching down a nearby side road.
Joker quickly reaches into his pocket and takes out a long chain of
colorful clown-style handkerchiefs. He swiftly ties one end around
a small rock, then whirls it over his head like a lasso.

JOKER
Don’t try this at home, kids.

Joker lets the rock-tied end fly. CAMERA PANS as it wraps around
the cab’s exhaust pipe and goes taut.

BACK TO JOKER

He holds on as he is yanked up the fence and over.
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INT. TRUCK CAB

The driver reacts to a loud SFX: THUMP on the roof. A second
later, the upside-down Joker cheerfully waves and smiles in at him
through the windshield.

JOKER
Peeky-boo!

ANOTHER ANGLE

Before the driver can react, Joker has opened the door, grabbed him
and tossed him out.

DRIVER (0.S.)
Yaaa!

JOKER
Sorry, no riders.

Joker quickly takes the driver’s place behind the wheel, slams the
door and guns the engine.

JOKER
Now to treat Mr. Cameron Kaiser to a
real blow-out opening!
(Manic laugh)

ANGLE ON TRUCK DRIVER

Crawling out of bushes at the side of the road. He looks on as the
truck roars off into the distance.

JOKER (0.S.)
(Mad laughter, fading)

FADE OUT

END ACT ONFE
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ACT TWO

FADE IN:
INT. HOTEL SUITE - CLOSE ON BAT SYMBOL

As the yellow-circled bat symbol moves AWAY FROM CAMERA we see it
is on the front of a Batman costume being laid on the bed by
ALFRED. Nearby Bruce is examining the wings on his compact folding
Bat-glider.

ALFRED
I didn’t mind driving down here at a
moment’s notice with your equipment.
And I was happy to dream up a
plausible alibi for your date.

Alfred gestures to the lavish suite around them in disgust. It’s a
huge room and would be very nice if it weren’t for the grinning
Joker faces everywhere. Wallpaper, bedspreads, telephone, etc.,
everything has a Joker-inspired design.

ALFRED
But staying in this horrid place
pushes even my tolerance.

BRUCE
Mine, too. But I’m convinced it
wasn’t Kaiser’s original goal to make
a Joker-themed casino.

WIDER ON BRUCE

He moves to the wall and peels back a section of wallpaper.
Beneath it is wallpaper with a stylized medieval pattern.

BRUCE
See?

ALFRED
But why the deception?

BRUCE
That’s what I intend to find out.

DISSOLVE TO:
EXT. HOTEL - ON GLASS ELEVATOR -~ NIGHT

A sleek glass elevator rises up the side of the hotel. As it nears
the penthouse, BATMAN rises up from the shadows on top of the
elevator car. He fires his rope line and swings off the elevator,

up to the roof of the penthouse.
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INT. PENTHOUSE - DARK

This is Cameron Kaiser’s lavish private office/living quarters.

Not surprisingly, the Joker-motif so pervasive everywhere else in
the hotel is not seen here. His bedroom-area, living room, and
office workspace are all furnished in an overly opulent deco style.
(NOTE: The lights in the penthouse remain dark for this entire
scene.) The skylight slides open and Batman drops down silently
into the room. He takes a small flashlight from his belt and
shines the beam around.

ANGLE ON MODEL

Batman’s flashlight picks up a large tabletop model of the Joker'’s
Wild casino and Hotel.

ON BATMAN AND MODEL

Batman walks up to the model and lifts the small Joker’s Wild neon
sign OFF the top of the hotel. Beneath it is a neon King Arthur’s
Head and the name "Camelot".

BATMAN
(to himself)
Camelot. Hmm...

He shines his flashlight o.s.

ANGLE ON KAISER'’S DESK

The flash beam picks out several open folders on the mahogany desk.
The silhouetted Batman comes close to look at the folders.

CLOSER ON FOLDERS

The first folder contains a number of unpaid and past due
construction bills, all demanding payment from the "Camelot
Company." An Insurance Policy for the Joker’s Wild Casino is also
seen among the papers.

BATMAN (0.S.)
(to himself)
Looks like Kaiser broke the bank on
this place.

The second folder contains documents with information pertaining to
the Joker. There are grinning police mug shots of the Joker,
candid shots of the Joker with his various gangs and henchmen, a
solo photo of Harley, artist’s interpretations of various Joker
weapons like his squirting flower, exploding whoopee cushion and
electric joy buzzer, and several clipped newspaper stories and
photos whose headlines read: "JOKER BLOWS UP GOTHAM MINT", and
"BATMAN ENDS JOKER BOMBING SPREE."
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BATMAN (O.S.)
What an interesting hobby you’ve got,
Cameron. '

ANOTHER ANGLE ON BATMAN

He whirls as the door to the suite suddenly smashes open and a
shadowy heavyset figure explodes into the room. (NOTE: Though we
can’t see him clearly, it will later be revealed that this is
Irving, the guard from Arkham.)

IRVING
Hey, you! .

The shadowy hulk leaps right for Batman, swinging his fists which
the Dark Knight easily dodges.

IRVING
(Angry grunts)

Batman spin-kicks Irving in the gut, knocking him over a couch in
Kaiser’s sitting-room area.

13.






